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Colossians 3:11   …where there is  [v. pai]  neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

Where there is neither Greek nor Jew is a national distinction.

        "A ‘Greek’ is a person who is a Gentile in view of being a Greek -- Gentile, non-Jew. The Roman world classified a ‘Greek’ as a person who participates in Greek culture and in so doing would speak the Greek language, but not necessarily a person of Greek ethnic background. A ‘Greek’ was equivalent to a civilized person. Greek applied to such Gentiles as spoke the Greek language, however, ‘Greeks’ is used in contrast to the ‘barbarian’ (Rom 1:14).” 
GraceNotes 

Circumcised nor uncircumcised is a religious distinction. "Circumcised" are Jews.

 "Uncircumcised" are those who are not Jews.  

1 Corinthians 7:19    Circumcision is nothing and un-circumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters.

Galatians 5:6    For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor un-circumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.

Barbarian and Scythian was a cultural distinction.
The "barbarian" came to denote anyone ignorant of the Greek language or its culture, a person not participating in Greek culture and civilization. The focus is on culture rather than on language. One may render the contrast in Roand 1.14 as "the civilized and the uncivilized."  ibid

“The Scythian was the worst kind of barbarian. Scythia was north of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. The people who lived there were probably the most barbaric the world has known. You talk about pagan, heathen, brutal, and mean! They would take their enemies and scalp them; then they would use the skull as a cup and drink the blood of their victims out of the skull! I cannot think of anything more heathen than that! Did you know that the ancestors of many of us who have white skin came from that territory? We are called Caucasians after the area where these barbarians lived [which was known as the Caucases]. Even in Paul’s day, some of these people were being led to Christ.” 
J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary, electronic ed., vol. 5 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997), 358.

Slave nor free is an economic or social distinction.

Galatians 3:28-29  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

The "slave" in Roman times was not classified in law as a human being. His master could maim or kill him at his pleasure. The slave had no rights. He did not even have the right of marriage. GraceNotes
This type of treatment was not true for the Hebrew slaves because they were treated according to the Mosaic Law which recognized their rights. 

Racism still exists in our day and will continue to exist until Christ returns and we receive our resurrection bodies. Racism is not limited to any particular skin color and sometimes does not even involve skin color. Anti-Semitism is on the rise worldwide.

So the Greeks looked down on the barbarians and the Jews looked down on both the Greeks and the barbarians.

But Christ is all and in all… Normal human distinctions are overruled and transfigured by one’s union in Christ. 
“All barriers are destroyed in Christ, and all believers are truly ‘created equal’. So it is to be expected that each believer, regardless of his nationality, former religion, culture, or economic standing, should do away with his former sinful practices and live in accord with his ‘new self’.” 
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Norman L. Geisler, “Colossians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2, p. 681.

There is no distinction among those who are in Christ. 

In physical birth, there are many differences between people. We are not born equal. But we all start out equal at spiritual birth while all unequal distinctions of physical birth are absent. This is the only playing field in life in which we have true equal opportunity to achieve glory for God and ourselves.

All believers have the same spiritual opportunities, a believer can go as far as his positive volition and the grace of God will take him. The son of a serial murderer has the same chance of reaching spiritual maturity the son of a pastor has.

If all believers consistently made Christ the issue in their lives rather than the differences between them, this world would be a much easier place to live.     
COLOSSIANS #162  (3-19-15) 

Colossians 3:12-14   So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;  13) bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14) Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

(NASV) 
So, as those who have been chosen (adj.) of God
(NKJV) 
Therefore, as the elect of God
   (ESV) 
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones 

the
In NASV, “chosen” appears to be a verb, but it is an adjective. It is another way of saying, “So, as believers of God …” Elect, chosen, predestinated, and foreordained never refers to unbelievers.

Christ is said to be elect in Luke 23:25, and the angels who did not join Satan’s rebellion are called elect   in  1 Timothy 5:21. 

Holy, HAGIOS sadj. nsm; saints, those who possess the righteousness of God.

The word "saint" is the same word as "holy." God calls Christians "saints" (holy) in Colossians 1:2, "To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse." The meaning of holy, saint, sanctification, holiness is set apart.  

I Peter 1:15   "But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, 'Be holy, for I am holy.'" 

There is only one sense that we can ever be holy the way that God is holy and that is when we believed the gospel and He imputed His own righteousness to us.  But this is not talking about positional holiness but experiential holiness.

And beloved appears to be an adjective, but it is a participle, AGAPAO part. rp; to have a warm regard for and an interest in another; to cherish, have affection for, or to love

The perfect tense means that the love and affection took place in the past and the results of that action continue on and on. The passive voice means that we do not work to receive this love and affection, it is totally undeserved, we receive it entirely by the grace of God. 
The grammar of the word "beloved" indicates the permanence of God's love when he chose us. This means that we are always the objects of God's love which never changes, Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:9-11, 19. God is immutable in his love which means that his love never changes toward us. God's love can never change under any circumstance toward us.  

Put on, ENDUO v. amm; to put any kind of thing on oneself, clothe oneself in, put on, to wear something. Metaphorically, very often it means the taking on of characteristics, virtues, intentions, etc. 
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“Lay aside” in verse 9 and “put on” in verse 10 is the aorest middle participle of ENDUO. All three are middle voices which mean that we are affected by the action that we take whether it is taking off or putting on something.

The Christian never looks better than when dressed in the garments of the new man. Now we get a description of what the best dressed believers will be wearing: 

A heart, SPLOGNON n. asn; bowels, intestines, affections, heart, often in the ancient world, inner body parts served as referents for psychological aspects (s. καρδία): of the seat of the emotions, in our usage a transference is made to the rendering heart. 

Of compassion, OIKTIRMOS (s), n. gsm; display of concern over another’s misfortune; pity, mercy, or compassion.
We live at a time when most people look out for number one and have very little time or desire to care about the needs of others.
Our compassion for others should reflect the compassion God has for us. One way that compassion is manifested is by comforting those who are suffering. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort,  4) who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

God certainly knows when we show compassion to others and when we do not. He repays our compassion to others by showing compassion to us.

Proverbs 19:17   He who has pity  [compassion]  on the poor lends to the LORD, and He will pay back what he has given. 

Jesus demonstrated compassion to those who did not deserve it.

Matthew 23:37   O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!
COLOSSIANS #163  (3-24-15)
Love for God manifests itself in compassionate acts towards others.

1 John 3:17   But whoever has the world’s possessions and sees his fellow Christian in need and shuts off his compassion against him, how can the love of God reside in such a person?

How many of you remember the story of the “good Samaritan”? (Luke 10:30-37)

1 Peter 3:8   Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous.
KINDNESS, KRESTOTES (s), n. asf; the quality of being helpful or beneficial; goodness, kindness, or generosity. 

Kindness is NOT competing with others. It is looking for opportunities to be considerate, thoughtful, and sensitive towards others like complementing people when they look good or when they’ve done something commendable, talking to those who are being ignored or left out, and making sure that everyone has a chance to participate in a conversation. Being a conversation HOG is not kindness. Forcing someone to do all of the listening while you yap on and on IS NOT KIND !
Kindness is NOT a judgmental attitude but a live-and-let-live attitude that stays loose and relaxed. 
Kindness has impeccable manners even when others aren’t considerate, thoughtful, sensitive, or kind in return. Toleration is always important and helps out many a situation. 
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It is keeping your Relaxed Mental Attitude (RMA) when someone gets angry, defensive, emotional, and says something hurtful, blames you, talks down to you, or tries to correct you. You give them time to Rebound or to hear and apply the Bible doctrine needed if they are a believer. You give both believers and unbelievers time to correct themselves rather than lashing back at them, holding a grudge, hating them or seeking retaliation. 
However, we are not required to tolerate consistent disrespect or insults from others. There are some who never see their own thoughtless, discourteous behavior. Some may interpret your kindness as weakness and keep on walking all over you. The next time they show you disrespect, you should spotlight it as unacceptable to you, but it should be done with an attitude of humility that seeks reconciliation. You can be kind to them while still being stern about their haughty or maybe even innocent put-down.        
Kindness does NOT always tell someone what they want to hear but when Spirit led, what they may need to hear. 

Kindness is putting others before self: 
Philippians 2:3-4   Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4) do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
Romans 12:10   Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor, giving preference to one another…
Kind parents do NOT allow their children to do whatever they want with the absurd notion they’ll love them more for it.
John Wesley had this for his rule of life:
“Do all the good you can,

In all the ways you can,

In all the places you can,

At all the times you can,

To all the people you can,

As long as ever you can.”
Eph. 5:32   And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you".
COLOSSIANS #164  (3-27-15) 
Humility, TAPEINOPHROSUNE 

An attitude of humility can hardly be overemphasized. Arrogance is the great enemy of humility. We must all struggle to stay humble every day. Arrogance is normal; it is our default attitude; whereas humility must be learned. Unfortunately, most people never sign up for the class.

It is the job of every parent to teach their children humility. Without humility, they will never be oriented to authority and will live a life of internal misery as they continually kick against the goads.

Ephesians 4:1-3   Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2) with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3) being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

3

Philippians 2:3-4   Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4) do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Without doctrine, people compete with one another and try to put others down to make themselves look more important. They’re never happy because there’s always someone to compete with.
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“Have you ever thought of it, that only the smaller birds sing? You never heard a note from the eagle in all your life, nor from the turkey, nor from the ostrich. But you have heard from the canary, the wren, and the lark. The sweetest music comes from those Christians who are small in their own estimation and before the Lord.”

Watchman-Examiner


POEM by F. B. Meyer    

“I used to think, that God’s gifts were on shelves

one

above

another

and the taller we grow,

The easier we can reach them.

“Now I find, that God’s gifts are on shelves

one

beneath

another

and the lower we stoop,

The more we get.

“It is possible to be too big for God to use you 

but never too small for God to use you.”

Humility comes before grace-orientation. No humility, no grace-. No grace-orientation, no spiritual growth.

Romans 12:3   For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment …

James 1:21  Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

Gentleness, PRAUTES s), n. asf; the quality of not being overly impressed by a sense of one’s self-importance, gentleness, humility, courtesy, considerateness, meekness in the older favorable sense.

“Meekness, but not in a man’s outward behavior only, nor in his relations to his fellow man or his mere natural disposition. Rather, it is an inwrought grace of the soul, and the expressions of it are primarily toward God.” 
Zodhiates, The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 2000).
The (NKJV) translates this word as “meekness”. Many men see gentleness and meekness as weakness. They think they must never show emotion or sensitivity because they are afraid they will appear weak. Nothing could be farther from the truth. Guys that try to be a “Macho Man” or a “tough guy” are usually jerks.

Dependence on God spurs meekness in our relationships
 with fellow believers.  

Proverbs 15:1   A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

And patience, MACROTHUMIA n. asf; state of being where you are able to bear up under provocation; forbearance; patience toward others. 

Ecclesiastes 7:8   The end of a matter is better than its beginning; patience of spirit is better than haughtiness of spirit.
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Sometimes patience is suffering through long sequential stages of trial without complaining or falling apart. Other times, it is unwearyingly waiting for God to fulfill His promises in our life and in eternity. 

James 5:7-8    Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 

8) You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.

Notice both of these verses give the command to be patient and both of them give encouragement. What is the encouraging message in these verses? 
Can you see the encouragement here to hang in there?

We won’t suffer forever! The need to patiently endure suffering will end. Either death or our Lord’s return is right around the corner and whichever way we exit this old world, suffering for us will be over forever; it will be a thing of the past. 

James 8:8 says “strengthen [v. pam] your hearts”… 

How does one strengthen his heart? What is it that will make one’s heart strong?

It is faith in the promise that our Lord will return for us that strengthens our hearts which enables us to have the patience and endurance we need to persevere to the end. 

COLOSSIANS #165  (3-31-15)

Hebrews 6:10-12    For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints. 11) And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 12) so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Hebrews 6:11-12 says “show [inf. pm] the same diligence”. 
What do you suppose this phrase means? Show the same diligence doing what? It means they need to keep on showing the same diligence that they already have been in ministering to the saints until the end.

Hebrews 6:11-12 is ENCOURAGEMENT:

· God does not forget our work.

· We can be imitators of those who inherit the promises. What does it take? Faith & Patience.

James 5:8  …strengthen your hearts = take in B.D.

Hebrews 6:11-12  …show the same diligence = apply B.D.

Colossians 3:13   Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

Bearing with one another, ANEXOMAI part. pm; to regard with tolerance; endure, bear with, put up with, or to be patient with others; enduring difficulty. 

Bearing with means not to hate or hurt others, gossip about them, malign them, or  stick our nose in their business. God has not commanded us to correct or fix the flaws in others. He has commanded us to love them, warts and all.

Christians should have thick skins. We should be sensitive to others but not hyper-sensitive about our- selves. This does not mean that we are to become a doormat for others to take advantage.

The one offended should take the initiative to endure and/or forgive rather than waiting for the offender to apologize. Harboring resentment and ill-will towards another will do damage to your soul, but not to the offender. Furthermore, it is disobedient to our Lord’s command not to unconditionally love our fellow man.
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We are the Royal Family of God and are called to a higher standard than unbelievers. When we bear with others, we comply with the exhortation: 

Ephesians 4:1-3    I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,  2) with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,  3) endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

God wants us to have enough character in an adverse situation to restrain ourselves rather than give in to the temptation to let loose and let them have it.

There is a point where believers should confront someone who is trying to bully them or take advantage of their kindness and tolerance. But even then, the attitude should be towards reconciliation, not revenge.

There are things we should tolerate and things we do not have to. PP
“There is no forbearance when there is no love. Where people are rigid and do not give an inch, there is no love. God has not appointed us to remake others. They are not going to change. We must lovingly bear with their personalities or their lack of it. We lovingly put up with idiosyncrasies. They have a few queer quirks but so do we.” GraceNotes p. 144
It shouldn’t be this way, but Christians are notorious for not tolerating the idiosyncrasies of others. It is more important to some to prove that they are right when there is some kind of disagreement or offense than it is to bear others’ foibles or to forgive them.

Being right in an argument or disagreement does not excuse the lack of love, forbearance, and forgiveness. We may be right in what we have said or done, but we are WRONG if we allow that to become the paramount factor in how we relate to others. 

We are not required to say that we were wrong if we were right when a disagreement has alienated friends, but it is incumbent on us to try to work through the differences so there can be a reconciliation. Usually, both parties think they are right, but there can still be a resolution if both of them are humble enough to see the other one’s side. But this will never happen if either party insists that he is right and that’s all that matters. 

Some believers have more peccadillos than others so they need our toleration, but rather than putting up with them in love, most Christians either ignore them or talk about them behind their backs.

There are certain things we do that get on each other's nerves, but love provides the lubrication so that they are able to grant latitude. They overlook a great many things because there is love between them. If there is no love, friction becomes so abrasive, their relationship soon falls apart.

COLOSSIANS #166  (4-2-15)
And forgiving each other, CHARIZOMAI part. pm; to show oneself gracious by forgiving wrongdoing; to forgive or pardon. The NASV uses the different forms of forgive 141 times.

Forgiving is a manifestation of grace. In fact the first part of this word comes from the Greek word CHARIS which means grace.

The mature believer forgives, not only because of the character that he has developed through the intake of doctrine, but also on the basis of his own forgiveness. God forgave us at the point of salvation and we are in the process of being forgiven every day. So when we forgive, it is not forgiveness based on strain. There is no strain when we forgive on the basis of grace.  

Ephesians 4:32   Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  

If we refuse to forgive others, then our heavenly Father will not forgive our sins. Implacability is a grievous sin.
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Matthew 6:14-15    For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15) But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.

How often are we to forgive someone when they sin against us?

Luke 17:3-4    "Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.  4) "And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,' forgive him."

Matthew 18:21-22   Then Peter came and said to Him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?"  22) Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
COLOSSIANS #167  (4-7-15)
Whoever has a complaint against anyone…  It doesn’t matter who it is that we have a complaint against; we are to be willing to forgive them. But what if they don’t apologize or ask for forgiveness? What if they refuse to acknowledge that they did anything wrong?
Then we are to seek reconciliation and try to work things out with them. But if our efforts to reconcile are rebuffed and they remain steadfast in saying they are right and did nothing wrong or maybe that we deserved whatever was said or done to us, then we must not hold a grudge. We don’t seek revenge; we don’t hate them, we don’t wish them harm; and we don’t gossip about them. We call this loving them impersonally or unconditionally. 

Some call it forgiveness, but how can one grant forgiveness to someone when it isn’t sought? It seems that a better explanation of loving someone unconditionally who does not acknowledge their wrongdoing is to have a willingness to forgive them.  
FORGIVING (adj) “willing or able to forgive…” Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary, 10th edition

God does not forgive us until we acknowledge our sins to Him. The rest of this verse tells us that we are to forgive others just as He has forgiven us. He is always willing to forgive, but forgiveness is with-held until one believes the gospel and then, we must keep on acknowledging our post salvation sins.
Jesus Christ paid for the sins of all mankind on the cross. Therefore, no one is condemned to hell because of their sins. This does not mean that the sins of mankind were forgiven. Sins are forgiven when one believes the gospel. Sins of unbelievers are never forgiven since they refuse to believe the gospel. The cross addresses a judicial issue, whereas forgiveness addresses a relation issue. Unbelievers never have a relationship with the Lord due to their unbelief. 
Whoever has [v. pas] a complaint against anyone; MOMPHE, n. asf; blame, to have a complaint or a quarrel. This word only appears in this verse.

The goal is to be at peace with our fellow man which requires an attitude of grace. The goal is to be at peace with our fellow man which requires an attitude of grace.

Romans 14:19   So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

Romans 12:18   If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.
When most people have a complaint against someone, they complain, but we as royal ambassadors of Christ are not allowed to do that. We treat them with grace, the same way that our Lord treats us.
We are to be a peace keeper.
Just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

The Lord has forgiven every individual who has ever humbled himself in order to trust in the work of Christ on the cross to be saved. They did not earn or deserve His forgiveness. 
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He also forgives every believer who humbles himself and acknowledges his sins to Him. They did not earn or deserve His forgiveness. 

We, too, are obliged to forgive every person who seeks forgiveness regardless of the complaint we have against them.

(NASV) Colossians 3:14   Beyond all these things, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

(NKJV) Colossians 3:14   But above all these things, put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 

(NET) Colossians 3:14     And to all these virtues, add love, which is the perfect bond.
(ESV) Colossians 3:14     And above all these, put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

[There is no verb here; put on was added to smooth out the English translation.]
There is something that is more important than a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with one another, and forgiving one another. It is LOVE. Love is superior to all other virtues. They may lie within its circumference, but without love, they fall to pieces and are nothing.

The Apostle Paul put it this way:

1 Corinthians 13:1-3    If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  2) If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3) And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

Love gives unity to all characteristics of the Christian life and is therefore the mark of maturity. Agape’ love is having a RMA around others even when they are hard to tolerate. It is the glue that holds relationships together.

COLOSSIANS #168  (4-9-15)
The love of God in us is manifested in the way we treat fellow believers. 

John 13:34-35    A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  35) "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

Ephesians 4:1-3  …walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2) with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3) being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Which is the perfect bond of unity… Unity and peace among believers is crucial. 
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Psalm 133:1   Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!
2 Corinthians 13:11   Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.


Phil. 1:27  …stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel.
Ephesians 4:1-3  …walk in a manner worthy of the calling … 2) with all humility and gentle-ness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3) being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

How does a believer go about being diligent in preserving the unity between fellow believers?  Certain words come to mind:  RMA, toleration, forgiveness, patience, objectivity, live and let live attitude we do to keep unity among us. 
We must learn to lovingly disagree. We can disagree without becoming disagreeable. If we disagree without love then we project ourselves out of the will of God. We must always remember, humility promotes unity but pride promotes discord. The unity is in THOUGHT amalgamation. 

1 Peter 3:8-9   To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit;  9) not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.
1 Corinthians 1:10   Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

Romans 16:17   Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them  [v.pam; a command; you do it; keep away from them]. 
We are commanded to disassociate with those who cause disunity in the church. This disunity is usually caused by those who have rejected the teaching of the pastor.
2 Thessalonians 3:14-15   If (1st)  [Since] anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter [which is what had been happening], take  [v. pam] special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame  [v. aps]. 15) Yet do not regard him  [v. pmm] as an enemy, but admonish him [v. pam; lovingly ask him to rethink his position] as a brother.

The idea of disassociating with Christian friends or family who do not abide by the teaching of the one who communicates the Word of God in a local church is objectionable to some. They would claim that it is an unloving or maybe even a hateful thing to do. However, verse 15 demonstrates that it is not done with a motivation of vindictiveness or hatefulness, but with a motivation of love. 

To continue to associate with such a person would give him, and others, the impression that what he is doing really is no big deal. He may take it that you condone and accept his disobedience or false belief and therefore think that you believe it, too. 

BUT, if all of his fellow believers refused to associate with him, he would recognize the seriousness of his sin and would be more inclined to return to the fold. This is another aspect of the importance of unity in the church.

2 John 1:8-10   Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward.  9) Anyone who goes too far  [goes ahead]  and does not abide [continue] in the teaching of Christ, does not have God  [God is not with that person];  the one who abides [continues] in the teaching, he has  [fellowship with] both the Father and the Son. 
10) If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching  [who are openly rebellious, claiming that to do so is not sinful.], do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting  
[no hospitality, no support, no association with him anymore]; 11) for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds.  
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Even a word of greeting might tend to give them a sense of acceptance. We have to act. God requires this of us. The loving thing to do is disassociation with them in order to put them to shame so that they will come back. Not that you are better than them or setting yourself up as judge, but to do what it takes to get them back on track.
COLOSSIANS #169  (4-14-15)
The scripture above is relevant to believers who claim such ideas such as:

· Living together outside of marriage is OK.

· Homosexuality is an acceptable alternative lifestyle.

· There is nothing wrong with same-sex marriage.

· Sex between unmarried, consenting adults is fine.

· Jesus Christ is not God.

· One must do good works to acquire eternal salvation.

· One must repent of their sins and/or be baptized to be saved.

“To some modern minds these instructions seem unduly rigid and harsh. A great part of the problem, however, lies in the modern inclination to be highly tolerant of religious differences. One must frankly face the fact that the New Testament writers did not share this spirit of toleration. Their commitment to the truth and their consciousness of the dangers of religious error called forth many stern denunciations of false teachers. Not surprisingly, this modern age, having a diminishing sense of the dangers of heresy, has lost its convictions about the truth.”
Zane C. Hodges, “2 John,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2, p. 908.

Of course we should try to impart correct doctrinal truth to those in religious error if possible, but that is hard to do after they have the impression that their unbiblical doctrines have been accepted or tolerated by you.

Colossians 3:15   Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

Peace, EIRENE (εἰρήνη), n. nsf; a state of well-being or peace.

An interpersonal relationship type of peace; one that is transcendent’ a God-given tranquility.

Rule, BRABEUO (βραβεύω), v. pam; be in control of someone’s activity by making a decision; be judge; decide, control, or rule. This word is a hapox-lagomina and is used only this one time in the Bible.
Colossians 3:15    Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts [KARDIA; thinking], to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

Philippians 4:6-7   Be anxious [STOP worrying over and over again] for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7) And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts [thinking] and your minds in Christ Jesus.
COLOSSIANS #170  (4-16-15)
Since we are commanded to let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, we can conclude that this peace is not automatic, it is only a potential. It may come from doing something that is hard to do.
There is a contest every day of our lives as to what will rule our hearts or what the condition of our souls will be. We have the peace of Christ when we are thinking divine viewpoint while there is no peace but doubt, fear, and discord when we are thinking human viewpoint (stinking thinking).

John 14:26-27   But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 27) "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.
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The world is incapable of giving this kind of peace. The peace of the world is available only under favorable circumstances and it can never remove the fear of death or the dread of future adversity. 

Psalm 112:7   He will not fear evil tidings; His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
Isaiah 26:3   You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.

The peace of Christ is available at any time, even under adverse conditions. The peace of Christ does not include any type of fear whatsoever.

Philippians 4:6-7   Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  7) And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

To which indeed you were called in one body… Although the peace is generally an individual matter, in this case, the church was being addressed. Thus, rather than a command for personal peace, harmony in the church as a collective group is being highlighted. 

Called [v. ppi] in one body… Here again we have the emphasis on unity. The body referenced here is the “Christ’s body” or “the church”.

And be, GINOMAI v. pmm; to become or to begin to be.

Thankful, EUCHARISTOS sadj. npm; to become grateful or thankful.

Paul commanded the Colossians to become thankful because there was ingratitude among them. You know these writers were divinely inspired because if they weren’t, none of the warts would be men-tioned. They’d all sound like they were perfect. No writer likes to upset people, but God must get after them and not let bad attitudes slide.
Psalm 92:1   A Psalm, a Song for the Sabbath day. It is good to give thanks to the LORD and to sing praises to Your name.
Giving thanks is so important that the Apostle Paul makes it an issue no less than five times in this short epistle, Colossians 1:3, 12, 2:7, 3:17, 4:2. 

“Usually we think of thankfulness as something that is determined by our immediate circumstances, but Paul here shows that it is a grace to be cultivated. We are respon-sible to be thankful. Of all peoples of the world, we have the most for which to give thanks. The fault is not in any lack of subject matter, but only in our selfish hearts.” 
William MacDonald, Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments, ed. Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995), 2012.
  We Should Tolerate:


 1   Thoughtlessness                   2   Insensitivity                 3   Anger, Insults                        4   Foibles                      5   Idiosyncrasies          6   Outbursts of Anger   7   Ingratitude                8   Forgetfulness           9   Gossip                  


10  Pettiness              


11  Impatience    








         We Don’t Tolerate:


1  Abuse of a Wife or Child 


2  Crime: Theft, Assault, etc.                3  Adultery, Homosexuality   


    Incest, Pederasty, Bigamy                       4  Children’s Bad Behavior 


5  Hostility to Spouse/Child   6  Intrusion on Privacy             7  Bad Language, Vulgarity 8  Bullying                           


9  Tyranny                              











